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POLICY CONFLUX 2024: THEME

Policy Conflux is an initiative for not only discussing new and innovative
research ideas but also an academic attempt to address the most
contemporaneous policy matters. In the first edition of Policy Conflux, scholars
examined the various aspects of Urban Policy under the theme “Cities and
Citizens”, the second edition focuses on SDG 5 and 7 in an attempt to facilitate
conversations about the gendered nature of climate change and formulating
gender sensitive policies.

Climate change has far-reaching consequences and its impact on marginalized
segments in climate-sensitive regions and less developed countries is of critical
concern. The multi-layered impact of climate change leads to loss of livelihoods,
tension over resource use, displacement, migration, etc. It is more daunting with
the growing population in climate-sensitive areas, particularly in
underdeveloped regions. Climate change disproportionately impacts
marginalized communities, as they face a double burden to meet their
developmental needs as well as cope with the effects of climate change. The
impact of climate change further deepens the existing vulnerability. Thus, the
issue of climate change is compounded by marginalization along various
dimensions, including gender, ethnicity, political, and geographical situation.

The impact of climate change disproportionately affects women, specifically in
developing countries, exacerbating existing gender inequalities. Disparities in
economic opportunities and access to productive resources render women more
vulnerable to climate change because they are often poorer, receive less
education, lack access to technology, and are not involved in political,
community, and household decision-making processes. Women make up the
majority of the world's impoverished population, and they are often more reliant
on natural resources for their livelihoods. Gender-differentiated relative powers
make women doubly burdened, as they need to take care of both productive and
reproductive activities. Hence, gender and climate change are closely linked, and
promoting sustainable development requires addressing both challenges
together. However, women are not only victims of climate change, but they can
also be effective actors or agents of change in both- mitigation and adaptation.



Women’s responsibilities in households and
communities, as agents of natural and household
resources, position them well to contribute to
livelihood  strategies adapted to  changing
environmental realities. Various studies have
established that women are more concerned about
pro-environmental behaviours such as recycling and
energy efficiency and are more likely to favour
policies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
Fourth Assessment Report emphasizes that women
play an important role in disaster reduction, often
informally, through participating in disaster
management and acting as agents of social change.
Despite the accepted and important role of women
in climate change adaptation, there is limited
research on the issue of linking gender with
adaptation to climate change.

Further, vulnerabilities arising out of climate change
are  multidimensional and interlinked, as
vulnerability in one sector will compound the
vulnerability in  another. One needs a
multidimensional approach to understand the
impact and further dissect the impact on gender,
what the coping mechanisms are, and whether there
is a gap in accessing the coping strategies. Poverty,
inequality, and social discrimination over property
rights and access to resources encourage unequal and
unsustainable competition for scarce natural
resources, perpetuating in turn the vulnerabilities of
natural ecosystems and human environments to
climatic shocks and changes. Thus, policies that
address climate change must be interlinked with
development policies.

The sub-themes and possible research questions to be
explored at the conference are (but are not limited to):

1. Climate Change and its impact on Agriculture.

2. Women, Agriculture, and Food Security in the context of
climate change.

3. Climate-related migration and gendered impact.

4. Climate crisis and gender gap in access to education and
employment.

5. Women, Gender Equality, and Health in the context of
climate change.

6. Women, Gender Equality, and Technology in responses to
climate change.

7. Climate change adaptation policy and gender.

8. Social innovation in Climate Change.
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Registration Fee (exclusive of GST)

Student (UG/ PG) 500/-

PhD/ Fellow/ Working

Professional 1500/-

Accompanying Author/

Attendee AL

e Registration costs include: Welcome kit;
Morning/Evening Tea; Lunch; and Accommodation
(upon request)

o Final paper presentations to take place on the 06th
and 07th March 2024 on CHRIST (Deemed to be
University) Central Campus, Bangalore.

e Research papers exhibiting exceptional academic
rigor will be considered for publication.

e Abstract submission and official communications to
be done through
policyconflux@conference.christuniversity.in.

Abstract Submission Guidelines:

e The word limit for the abstract is 500 words.

e The researchers are expected to send a succinct
summary of the research along with scope, problem
statement, methodology, research findings and
possible implications as part of the abstract.

e Towards the end, five keywords should be used
(minimum five and out of these, three must align to
the concerned theme).
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